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US EPA 
Definition of 
Environmental 
Justice

•The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of 
all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or 
income with respect to the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of environmental 
laws, regulations, and policies. Fair treatment means 
that no population, due to policy or economic 
disempowerment, is forced to bear a disproportionate 
share of the negative human health or environmental 
impacts of pollution or environmental consequences 
resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial 
operations or the execution of federal, state, local and 
tribal programs and policies.



Environmental
Justice Definition

(Simplified)

Once More…with Editing

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement

of  all people regardless of  race, color, national 
origin, or income with respect to the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of  environmental 
laws, regulations, and policies.



Facts:

>50% residents who live <2 miles from toxic waste 
facilities are POC

53% of people living within 3 miles of the worst 
polluting coal plants are POC

Communities below the poverty line have a 35% 
higher burden of particulate matter emissions 
compared to the overall population (54% for 
Black residents)

Black homeowners received $8,000 less in grant 
aid after Katrina





Greater Portland Metro Area







Before Illinois was the
“Land of Lincoln”

Before the first shots of
The Civil War were fired at
Fort Sumpter, SC

Before the Northern
Shoshone territory
known as ogwa pe‐on
(River of the West)
became Oregon, the 33rd
state

There was the Kellogg
Dam…
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My genuine thanks to Kregg, The Good Egg!!







• Justice 40 is an initiative to deliver at least 40% of the overall 
benefits from federal investments in climate, infrastructure, and 
clean energy to disadvantaged communities.

Tract information

Number: 41005022108

County: Clackamas County

State: Oregon



Greater Portland Metro Area

• Troutdale 
Transportation 
Infrastructure‐
Environmental Burden
• Tualatin‐ Housing 
Burden, Impaired Water 
Surface, Transportation 
Burden
• Forest Grove‐Social 
Vulnerability Rank, 
Impaired Water Surface



Kellogg Creek Watershed

• Census Tract 208 Kellogg 
Dam
• Environmental Burden 
Rank‐Impaired Surface 
Water, Hazardous Site, 
transportation.

• Clackamas Tract# 
41005022108

• Low Income Burden


